
Wrestling with the Sovereignty of God & the Freedom of Relationship 

Romans Chapters 11:1-10 
 

 

 

Staring with chapter 9, what is the issue? What is Paul speaking to? 

Review – questions Paul addressed starting in chapter 9 have to do with the fact that by and large 

Israel has not believed in Jesus as the culmination of the Gospel 

What is the problem with this? 

And as a result, God’s credibility is on the line – i.e. His righteousness 

Chapter 11 will finish that part of the discussion 

Main POINT = The Gentiles are sharing Israel’s blessing and it is designed to make them jealous 

and thus to salvation 

• Romans 11:14 

Then, towards the tail end of the chapter, Paul makes this seemingly huge sweeping statement 

• Romans 11:25-26a 

“All Israel will be saved” 

What does that mean? All Jews of every age? All Jews at the alive at the end? 

We will get there soon enough 

So what has Paul argued so far? 

1. He has addressed the renewal of the covenant that God made with Abraham 

2. He has defined this covenant family by faith (i.e. not race, privilege, works) 

3. He has shown that not all descendants of Israel are children of the promise 

4. And He has listed Jesus the Messiah as the crowning privilege above all else with Israel 

 

Paul introduces this next section with two main questions 

• Romans 11:1 

Has God forsaken His people? 

What does this mean? 

Meaning, can any ethnic Jews be saved? 

Who are “His people” in this passage again consistent with the rest of the text? 

• Romans 11:11 

Has ethnic Israel stumbled so as to fall? 

What does this mean? 

Meaning, can any MORE ethnic Jews be saved? 

Then, in verses 11-32 Paul sustains one single cohesive argument or explanation 

So, let’s start… 

 

• Romans 11:1-2a 

After Paul’s sad start in chapter 9 and the way chapter 10 ends… 

• Romans 10:19-21 

This is a pretty decent possibility 

Ethnic Israel looks like it has basically completely failed God 

And NOW Gentiles are coming in 

You can see why thru the ages people have determined a “replacement” theology 

But Paul proves this isn’t true 



How does Paul answer his own question? 

And Paul represents a remnant that has existed ALL ALONG 

• Romans 9:27 

Tribe of Benjamin = one of the few in Paul’s day that could still trace their lineage 

One of the Southern tribes that returned from Babylon 

And his own personal life allows him to quote I Sam. 12:22 in verse 2a 

Background on verse: 

Fascinating Samuel is promising them that he will never stop interceding for Israel despite their 

utter sin 

And at the time God has provided a King in Saul 

Saul was a Benjamite 

Crazy – Paul’s Hebrew name is SAUL 

Can almost hear Paul suggesting just as God provided for Israel thru a King He is now taking 

care of them thru Paul 

 

• Romans 11:2b-4 

This time Paul identifies himself with the prophet Elijah 

What does this mean? 

REMNANT – God has ALWAYS preserved a remnant, this is consistent 

• Romans 11:5-6 

And who is this remnant in Paul’s day? 

Why is this section here about grace and works? 

To make sure they do not think some actually did attain Torah apart from Messiah 

• Romans 11:7-10 

Paul takes a short pause here to describe Israel according to the flesh 

• Romans 11:7 

Almost like Paul is asking two questions 

What then? Did Israel, who was seeking, obtain it? 

Who obtained it? 

The elect 

Who are “the elect” that Paul has just recently been talking about? 

The remnant of believers 

In chapter 9:30-31 Paul is comparing Israel with believing Gentiles 

But here, the comparison is between “the remnant” and “the rest” 

Again, the rest have been hardened 

We have seen this several times and talked a ton on it 

But when we see “hardened” what is God doing? 

He is staying off immediate due judgment 

And why? 

To carry is Gospel forward AND to give more time to repent 

And as a result if they do not turn God will absolutely be seen as just 

When God hardened Pharaoh, some escaped…same image 

Who is God creating time for here? 

Gentiles, but Jews too like Paul himself 

 

• Romans 11:8-10 



The quotes in verse 8 are from Deut. 29:4 and then Is. 29:10 

Deut. 29 follows the long list of curses/warnings to Israel 

In Deut. 29 Moses is looking at Israel and seeing nothing but rebellion 

In Isaiah 29, the Jewish text speak of YHWH pouring out a spirit of stupor 

The in verses 9-10 Paul quotes Psalm 69:22-23 

Seen as a Messianic Psalm about the Suffering Servant 

Quoted in Matthew, John, Acts, Hebrews 

Those that mock the sufferer get this called down on them 

It is fascinating, in these 3 quotes Paul covers the Prophets, the Law, & Writings 

His charge against his fellow Jews is not his own 

 
 


